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LATE      NEWS  [ 

•-•  -  •  .  .  \ 

Chicken  numbers  on  Canadian  farms  on  December  1»  19^7  totaled  ^7»3 
millions  compared  to  5^*7  million  a  year  earlier >  notwithstanding  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  number  of  chicks  hatched  in  the  spring  of  19^7- 
The  reduction  followed  very  heavy  marketings  of  chickens-  and  fowl  in 
Canada  in  late  summer  and  fall  of  19^7-     The  number  of  turkeys?  geese » 
and' ducks  in  Canada  on  December  1»  19^7  showed  decreases  from  a  year 
earlier  similar  to  that  which  occurred  in  chickens. 

As  of  mid-April  19^8 ;  1^9  sugar  mills  were  in  operation  in  Cuba?  all 
of  the  Island's  mills  having  begun  grinding  and  two  having  already  finished 
grinding* 

Sugar  production  as  of  that  date  totaled  U)gU0  9357  short  tons»  raw 
value*  or  lU.9  percent  more  than  at  the  same  time  a  year  earlier  (Ui211»020 
tons) »  but  most  mills  were  nearer  finished  grinding  than  on  the  same  date 
last'year-  .Full  season  production  last  year  totaled  6»HUgs000  short  tons. 

The  mid-April  data  indicated  that  yields  of  sugar  and  molasses  alike 
are  continuing  to  increase-     Average  yields  of  sugar  for  the  entire  country 
were  reported  at  12. 35  percent  of  the  weight  of  the  cane  and  were  almost 
as  much  as  last  year's  comparable  yield  (12-37  percent)- 

As  of  April  2S  about  lk  mills  had  finished  grinding  and  their  combined 
sugar  production  this  year  was  6-7  p°r  cent  less  than  in  19^7- 
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WORLD  FT  AX  SEED  PRODUCTION  LESS  TEAK  AVERAGE 

The  world  flaxseed  crop  of  19^7  Is  now  placed  at  126  million  bushels, 
which  is  20  percent  larger  than  the  19^6  harvest,  bub  6  percent  below  the 
1935-39  average,.    Downward  revisions  in  the  estimates  for  the  United  States 
and  Argentina,  the  two  largest  producers,  were  largely  offset  by  increases 
in  Canada,  some  European  countries,  Turkey,  and  Uruguay.     (See  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets ,  December  29,  19^7.) 

Canadian  flaxseed  is  now  estimated  at  12.2  million  bushels  from  1.6 
million  acres,  almost  double  the  I9U6  outturn.    On  February  IK ,  19^8,  the 
Canadian  Wheat  Board  announced  authorization  to  make  a  fixed  and  final 
profit  participation  payment  of  50  cents  a  bushel  to  producers  who  have 
delivered  or  will  deliver  commercial  flaxseed  during  the  19^7-^8  crop  year 
(August-July) „    All  grades  of  flaxseed  will  be  increased  50  cents,  bringing 
the  price  for  No,  1  Canada  Western  to  $5.50  per  bushel,  basis  in  store  Fort 
William/Port  Arthur,    The  50-cent  payment  enables  producers  to  share  in  the 
profits  on  export  sales  of  flaxseed.    The  payment  involves  the  distribution 
of  approximately  $6,000,000  to  Canadian  growers  and  applies  only  to  the 
1947 -48  crop, 

Canada:s  igkS  flaxseed  acreage  is  expected  to  be  about  1„5  million  acres, 
although  world  demand  for  food  and  attractive  prices  for  other  grains  may 
influence  farmers  to  sacrifice  flaxseed  acreage,    Furthermore,  the  Canadian 
government  pays  freight  on  coarse  grains  (but  not  on  flaxseed)  from  Western 
to  Eastern  Canada, 

There  is  no  change  in  the  Mexican  flaxseed  estimate  of  866,000  bushels 
for  19^7.    Flaxseed  exports  of  553,^00  bushels  during  19^7  were  a  record  for 
Mexico,  and  exceeds  the  previous  high  in  19^3  by  66,000  bushels,    The  United 
States,  France  and  the  Netherlands  were  the  only  destinations,  receiving 
267,300,  73,000,.  and  213,100  bushels,  respectively, 

Mexico's  19^6  flaxseed  production  is  forecast  at  1.2  million  bushels. 
Over  half  of  the  output  is  grown  in  the  Mexicali  area  where  there  has  been 
a  substantial  increase  in  acreage  and  better -than -average  yields,  the  result 
of  favorable  weather  conditions  and  improved  farming  methods,     In  this  region 
of  Mexico  flaxseed  is  harvested  in  the  spring. 

The  United  States  19'+7  flaxseed  harvest  of  39^8  million  bushels  placed 
this  country  first  as  a  producer,  and  accounted  for  32  percent  of  the  world 
total.    The  March  report  of  f armers ■  prospective  plantings  indicates  that 
the  I9I+8  flaxseed  acreage  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  in  19^7 «     There  was  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  fall  sown  (for  harvest  in  the  spring  of  19^8) 
acreage  in  California,  Texas,  and  Arizona.    This  year's  support  price  is 
$6.  per  bushel,  Minneapolis  basis,  U.  S.  No.  1  grade. 

Effective  May  la  19^-8,  import  controls  were  reinstated  on  flaxseed  and 
linseed  oil.    These  commodities  are  under  allocation  by  the  International 
Emergency  Food  Committee,  which  recommended  an  allocation  of  only  4,000  tons 
in  terms  of  oil  for  importation  into  the  United  States  in  19^8.    The  alloca- 
tion consisted  of  2,000  tons  from  Canada  and  2,000  tons  from  Mexico,  Until 
May  1^1948,  no  import  permits  were  required  for  these  conmi cdities  from  Canada  and 
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Mexico,  nearly  the  full  amount  of  the.  year's  allocation  has  already  "been 
imported.    Licenses  for  the  importation  of  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil  will  he 
granted  within  the  limits  of  the  IEFC  allocations. 

European  flaxseed  production  is  larger  than  in  19^6  hut  turned  out  to 
smaller  than  was  expected  on  the  basis  of  earlier  reports.    The  Belgium  crop 
was  greatly  reduced  by  drought.    A  recent  revision  in  Italy's  flaxseed 
production  shows  a  decrease  of  kk  percent  from  an  earlier  estimate. 

The  United  Kingdom  harvested  760,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  in  19^7,  a 
record  for  that  country.    The  19^8  goal  is  150,000  acres.    According  to 
trade  reports,  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  decided  upon  a  quality  basis  for  pay- 
ment for  the  19^8  flaxseed  output.    Under  the  plan  the  rate  of  payment  for 
seed  sold  for  crushing  will  depend  on  the  percentage  of  purity  of  each  parcel,' 
the  standard  for  which  has  been  fixed  at  90  percent.    Parcels  reaching  this 
standard  will  be  purchased  at  £55  per  long  ton  ($5»5°  per  bushel),  net  weight, 
sacks  extra. 

This  basic  price  will  be  increased  or  decreased  by  lis.  per  ton  (5o5 
cents  per  bushel)  for  each  1  percent  above  or  below  the  standard  90  percent 
purity;  this  means  that  a  parcel  of  100  percent  purity  will  receive  a  premium 
of  L5  10s  per  ton  (55.28  cents  per  bushel).    Oleaginous  seeds,  other  than 
flaxseed  included  in  the  bulk,  will  be  assessed  at  half  the  value  of  flaxseed 
and  the  purchase  price  adjusted  accordingly. 

Flaxseed  production  in  Asia  (excluding  the  Soviet  Union  and  China)  is 
about  two  percent  larger  than  reported  earlier  in  the  season,  and  about  the 
same  as  in  19^6.    India's  19^7  estimate  of  Ik  million  bushels  is  slightly 
below  the  19^6  crop.    The  19^8  harvest  (April)  excluding  the  Province  of 
Bengal  where  from  5  to  10  percent  of  the  flaxseed  is  grown,  is  forecast  at 
15  million  bushels.    Turkey's  revised  estimate  for  19kj  is  707,000  bushels, 
double  the  19^6  output  and  one  of  the  largest  crops  this  country  has  produced. 
Japan  planted  75,000  acres  compared  with  67,000  in  19k6'  and  50,000  during 
1935-39. 

Total  South  American  flaxseed  production  in  19^7  was  18  percent  less 
than  a  year  earlier  and  k-3  percent  smaller  than  the  1935-39  average. 
Argentina's  19^7  crop  was  only  3L5  million  bushels  compared  with  ^0.7 
million  in  19^6.    Chile  harvested  165,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  from  13,000  acrea. 
Uruguay's  19^-7  crop  of  4.1  million  bushels  exceeds  the  19^6  output  by  hk  percent. 

Although  African  flaxseed  production  is  small,  the  19^7  output  of  660,000 
bushels  was  more  than  double  that  of  19^6.    There  was  a  notable  increase  in 
every  country  from  which  information  is  available.    Indications  are  that 
19^-8  flaxseed  plantings  will  exceed  those  of  last  year.    Morocco's  forecast 
is  for  115,000  acres  compared  with  73,000  in  19^7  and  32,000  in  19^6. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the  Committee  was 
composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  Russell  S.  Kifer,  Regina  H.  Boyle, 
Helen  Francis,  Lois  B.  Bacon,  Constance  H,  Farnworth,  and  Mary  E.  Long. 
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C  0  M;M,0  D  I  T  Y  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

PHILIPPINE  RICE  PRICES 
CONTINUE  AT'  HIGH  LEVEL 

Wholesale  rice  prices  in  the  Philippines  during  the  week  ended  April  17, 
although  down  from  the  new  highs  of  the  preceding  week,  remained  at  a  high 
level,  and  new-crop  prices  to  producers  continued  to  rise.    Following  a 
steady  decline  after  the  end  of  the  war,  prices  since  December  I9V7  have 
continued /to  advance.    This  rise  is  contrary  to  the  usual  trend  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  marketing  season.    The  December  crop  was  large,  and  supplies 
are  considered  plentiful  until  the  fall  months  of  1948. 


PHILIPPINES:    Rice  prices  per  100  pounds,  week  ended 
April  17,  with  comparisons 


Date 

;.- Native ,Macan  Milled 
:  ex -warehouse ,Manila 

NARIC  Siam  : 
[  -first-class  a/ 

Rough,  delivered 
Cabana tuan 

No.  1 

•    '  No. 2 

Nov.  1947 -High 
Nov.  19^7 -Low  : 
Mar.  22-27 -High  : 
Mar.  22 -27 -Low 
Mar.  29-Apr  3 -High 
Mar.  29-Apr  3 -Low' 
Apr.  5-10-High 
Apr.  5 -10 -Low" 
Apr.  12 -17 -High  ] 
Apr.  12-17 -Low  I 

Dollars  ; 

:  9.31 
8.30 

Dollars 

9.11 
7.90 

Dollars  • 

•      a/  12.11 
a/  12.11 

. Dollars 

5.29 
4.54 

10.93 
10.33 

:  10.73 
•     10. 12 

9.12 
:  9.12 

6.55 
6.30 

12.15 
10.93 

11.95  ' 
10.73 

9.12 
:  9-12 

6.55 
7.56 

12.95 
12.35 

12.76 
11.95 

•  9.12 
.9.12 

7.96 
7.81 

11.95 
11.34  . 

11.74 
10.93 

9-12 

9 . 12  ! 

3.06 

From  Daily  Market  Report,  Bureau  of  Commerce,  Philippine  Government, 
a/  American.    Siam-imported  after  November  1947- 


ECUADORAN  RICE  CROP 

HURT  BY  DROUGHT  .  .•  .    .  -  \.  / 

Dry  weather  in  Ecuador  during  the  early  part. of  the  season  reduced 
prospects  of  the  1948  rice  harvest.     The  crop  is  considered  fair,  but  about 
25  percent  below  last  year's  record  output  of  8,945,000  bushels  (260  million 
pounds  milled).    Prewar  (1936-40)  produc-tion  averaged  3,439'/000:  bushels 
(100  million  pounds). 


(Continued  on  Page  350) 


May  10,  1948 


Foreign  Crops  and'  Markets 


344 


C0TT0N  AND  .OTHER  FIBER 

COTTON-PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign 
markets,  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
and  qualities  in  specific  markets 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


Date 
19^8 


Unit  of 
weight 


Price  in^Equivalent 
foreign^U.S.  cents 
currency: per  pound 


Unit  of 
currency 


Alexandria 
Ashmouni,  Good 
Ashmouni,  F.G.F 
Giza  7, 
Giza  7. 


Good  . 
,  F.G.F. 

Karnak,  Good 

Karnak,  F.G.F. 
Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  . 

Broach,  Fine  . 

Sind  American,  Fine 

Punjab      "      289-F,  Fine 

Kampala,  East  African 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B   

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  5 

Pima,  Type  1 
Recife 

Mata,  Type  5  . . 

Sertao,  Type  5 
Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo 
Torre on 

Middling,  15/l6" 


Type  5 


•U-29 


Kantar 
99.05  lbs 


Tallari 

H  ' 


Candy 
78U  lbs. 


Rupee 
n 


k-30 

k-29 
» 

U-30 


Metric  ton 

2204.6  lbs. 
Sp.  quintal 

101. If  lbs. 


Arroba 
33.07  lbs. 


Sp.  quintal. 
101. if  lbs. 


87.00  :  72.59 
'(not  quoted) 
(not  quoted) 
' (not  quoted ) 
113.00  :  94.29 
(not  quoted) 

715.00  :  27.51 
905.00  :  34.83 
(not  quoted) 
(not  quoted) 
(not  available) 


Peso 

Sol 
11 


Cruzeiro 
»» 


2900.00 


221.00 


39.16 


33.53 


(not  quoted) 


Peso 


155.00 
165.00. 

181.50 

I67.OO 


25.50 
27.15 

29.86 

33.88 


Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 

(Continued  on  Pa^e  346) 
FRUITS,  VEGETABLES  AND  NUTS 


CUBAN  BANANA  EXPORTS  -  • 

LOWER  FOR  I9U8 

Cuban  banana  exports  for  1948,  are  now  forecast  at  3  million  stems, 
about  1  million  less  than  exports  for  1947,  and  2.8  million  less  than  the 
prewar  (1935-39)  average  of  5.8  million. 
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Exports  for  the  first  quarter  of  1948  were  4l  percent  "below  the 
exports  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.    Sigatoka  and  Panama 
diseases  are  continuing  threat  to  the  "banana  industry  and  control  is 
possible  only  with  costly  spraying  equipment.    Competition  from  Central 
and  South  American  countries  is  keener  than  during  the  war,  and  present 
prospects  are  not  bright. 


BANANAS    CUBAN:    Exports  and  value  averages 

'   1935-39  and  1940-44,  annual  1946-48 


Year  ; 

Quantity  i 

Weight  •: 

Value 

1,000  : 

Million 

1,000 

stems  : 

lbs. 

dollars 

1935-39  ■: 
1940-44 

1946  -; 

i,m 

:  2,825 
:  4,076 

268.0  \ 
:  115.0 

96.0 

:  2,171 
:  1,288 
:  3,380 

19V? 
1948  1/ 

\  4,220 

!       ,  450 

:-  96.0 

:  2,710 

l/  3  months . 

FATS  AND  OILS 

CHINA1 S  PEANUT  CROP 
SLIGHTLY  ABOVE  1946 

China  harvested  2,448,000  short  tons  of  peanuts  from  3,215,000  acres 
in  1947,  compared  with  2,425,000  tons  in  1946,  and  the  1931-37  average  of 
3,020,000  tons.  In  Shantung  and  Hopeh,  the  major  producing  provinces, 
marketing  conditions  are  poor  due  to  military  activities „  The  'Manchurian 
19^7  production  is  unofficially  estimated  at  12,000  tons  against  11,000  a 
year  ago. 

China's  exports  of  peanuts  (in  terms  of  nuts  in  the  shell)  amounted 
to  17,098  tons  in  1947  compared  with  2,427  in  1946  and  the  1935-39  average 
of  129,000  tons.    There  were  some  purchases  by  European  countries,  particularly 
in  the  Netherlands  and  Italy,  but  none  by  Germany,  the  largest  prewar 
"buyer.    During  January  and  February  of  the  current  year  440  tons  were  shipped. 
Exports  during  1947-48  are  expected  to  show  only  moderate  increases  for  several 
reasons.    Domestic  demand  for  oil  and  nuts  continues  high  especially  since 
there  is  very  little- expectation  of  receiving  Manchurian  soybeans.  Present 
conditions  in  Shantung  and  Hopeh  are  not  favorable  to  the  collection  of  the 
new  crop.    In  addition,  exports  of  peanuts  and  peanut  oil  are  still  subject 
to  export  permit,  and  if  the  domestic  cooking  oil  supply  situation  deterio- 
rates export  licenses  might  "be  difficult  to  obtain. 

Stocks  of  nuts  and  oil  at  Shanghai  are  believed  to  be  small.    Some  are 
reported  to  exist  in  Tsingtao  and  Tsinan. 

Prices  for  about  the  middle  of  April  were  quoted  in  Shanghai  at  6,448,000 
yuan  per  shih  picul  ($361  per  short  ton)  for  shelled  peanuts  and  9,350,000 
yuan  ($524)  for  peanut  oil. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 
■  (Continued  from  Page  344) 


CHILEAN  FLAX  FIBER 
PRODUCTION  DECREASES 

The  19^7-1+8  flax  fiber  crop  in  Chile  is  officially  forecast  at 
1. ^30 .000  pounds  compared  with  2.56^.000  in  lS^G-kj ,  and  3*625. 000 
in  the  peak  production  year  of  194U-U5.     Area  planted  to  flax  for  "both 
seed  and  fiber  this  season  totaled  I2.5OO  acres,  compared  with  12.800 
acres  in  I946-U7,  12,100  in  19^5-^6.  and  lU,600  in 

Flax  was  planted  this  season  in  l6  provinces  but  fiber  was  produced 
in  dnly  four  of  them,  or  only  about  half  as  many  as  in  several  preceding 
years-    Present  flax  acreage,  exclusive  of  that  planted  for  seed  only, 
is  not  available  at  this  time,  but  it  was  only  52  percent  of  the  total 
in  I9U6-U7,  58  percent  in  I9U5-U6  and  fk  percent  in  19UU-U5 .     (See  table 
for  acreages  producing  fiber  during  these  years •) 

About  two-thirds  of  the  fiber  is  produced  in  the  southern  provinces 
of  Osorno  and  Llanquihue.  but  the  north  central  provinces  of  Valparaiso 
and  O'higgins  and  the  south  central  province  of  Linares  account  for  most 
of  the  remainder.     Expansion  of  fiber  production  into  the  provinces  of 
Coquimbo.  Santiago .  Talca.  Linares,  and  Valdivia  was  abandoned  by  19^7' 
and  flax  was  grown  in  these  areas  only  for  seed  in  the  19^6-^7  season- 
Chile":'"   Flax  area  a/ and  fiber  production. 
 by  general  zones  and  provinces  >  19*jjj^~j5  to  19^6-47  W 

Zone( arbitrary) 


and  Province 

:  1944-45 

.  1945-% 

:  19U6-U7 

:  1944-115 

:  I9U5-U6 

1946-47 

:  Acres 

Acres 

:  Acres 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

pounds 

Northern: 

Coquimbo  , 

0  ! 

!  80 

:        .  0 

:  0 

:  22 

0 

North  Centxral: 

Valparaiso 

1,220 

0 

:   '    H  70 

:  30^ 

:.           0  : 

:  U23 

Santiago 

..  -    85O  i 

,  .  0 

:          0 ..  , 

:.....  37 

:.  0 

0 

O'Higgins 

780  .  : 

85O 

.  0 

:  :  277 

i.        832  • 

0 

Colchaqua  : 

0 

180 

:  ISO 

:   .  0 

:  &n 

6U 

Talca 

!  270 

0 

!           ,  0 

:  U6 

:  0 

0 

South  Central: 

Linares 

2,6Uo 

.  ..  250  , 

.0  . 

.  309 

•       ■    67  : 

0 

Southern:  ! 

0  so  lino 

3,800 

3,31+0 

3,510 

-1*753 

•:  :i>iiu 

94-3 

Llanquihue  ' 

1.320  .1 

.2,300 

2,530 

•  S99- 

t*        908  : 

...1,134 

Total  : 

10.880 

7.000 

6,690 

•  3,625 

:      3,008  : 

.  2.56H 

a/  Includes  all 

area  planted  for  fiber  or  for 

seed  and 

fiber,  but  excludes  - 

planted  for  seed  only-  b/Harvest  begins  about  February. 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations-     Compiled  from  data  of  the  Chilean 
Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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Average  of  yield  of  fiber  per  acre  was  about  430  pounds  in  1945-46,  but 
was  reduced  by  heavy  rains  at  harveet  time  in  1946-47  to  about  380  pounds. 

Chile  now  produces  enough  flax  for  all  domestic  requirements,  and  ex- 
ports yarn  and  thread  for  shoes  and  other  industrial  uses.    Much  of  the  sup- 
ply of  linen  yarns  and  fabrics  were  imported  prior  to  World  War  II. 

Total  exports  of  flax  fiber,  tow,  yarn,  and  thread  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1947  amounted  to  1,297,000  pounds  (including  1,102,000  pounds  of 
tow  to  France)  valued  at  $308,000.    This  is  the  greatest  quantity  since  1943 
when  exports  in  that  entire  year  amounted  to  1,051,000  pounds  valued  at 
$434,000. 

Unmanufactured  fiber  and  tow  were  exported  prior  to  1947  principally 
to  the  United  States  and  Brazil,  but  during  early  1947  no  fiber  exports  were 
reported  and  an  unusually  large  quantity  of  tow  was  exported,  principally  to 
France.    All  yarn  and  thread  exports,  except  for  a  small  quantity  shipped 
to  the  United  States  in  1944,  have  been  destined  for  Argentina,  Brazil,  and 
other  Central  and  South  American  countries. 


•  Chile:    Flax  exports,  by  countries  of  destination,  calendar  years  1945-46, 
and  January-June,  1947,  quantity  and  value  a/ 


Country  of 
destination 

:  1945 

1946 

Januar  y - June ,  19  47 

1,0UU 
.  pounds 

:  1,000 
dollars' 

■1,000 
.pounds 

:  1,000  ; 
.  dollars 

1,000 
.  pounds 

1,000 
dollars 

Fiber:  : 
United  States 
Brazil 
Sweden 

Total  fiber  [ 
Tow :  . 
United  States' 
Belgium 
Brazil 

France  . 
Total  tow 
Yarn  and  thread: 
Central  and  South 

America 
Total  yarn  and 
thread 
Total  flax  fiber, 
tow,  yarn  and  ' 
thread 

:  324 

:  63 
:  10 

'  140 
:  48 
2 

:  22 
'  0 

■  8 
:  293 
:____0  

0 

'  0 

:  0 

:  0 
:  0 
:  0 

'  397 

190 

471 

i  301 

0 

0 

;  54  - 

:  0 

!  0' 

0 

!  10 

0 

!  0 

;  0 

1  88 

:  21 
!  1 

i  0 

1  7 
3 
1 

\  0 

:  33 
0 

\  0 

!  1,102 

*.  2 

!  0 
'.  0 

:  162 

'  54, 

10 

110 

11  • 

'  1,135 

164 

'  159- 

•  188  • 

'  214 

:  ■  241 

:     '  162 

144 

1  159: 

188  . 

214 

:  -  241'. 

'  162 

144 

610  ; 

388  ; 

795  I 

•     553  \ 

1,297  : 

308 

a/  Value  f .o.b.  frontier,  calculated  on  basis  of  one  peso  of  6d  gold  equals 

u.s.  $0.20597. 

Compiled  from  data  from  "Super intendencia  de  Aduanas  (Ministerio  de  Economia 
y  Comercio) " 
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TOBACCO 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA  LEAF  IMPORTS  LARGE; 
CONSUMPTION  INCREASED 

Imports  of  leaf  tobacco  into  Czechoslovakia  in  1947  totaled 
46,086,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  11,823,000  in  1946  and  the  5 -year 
average  (1934-38)  of  18,667, 000  pounds.    Production  of  all  manufactured 
products  has  "been  increased  and  the  present  output  is  believed  to  he  near 
the  prewar  level. 

Sources  of  leaf  imports  in  1947  followed  the  prewar    pattern  in 
general.    The  hulk  of  supplies  wag    obtained  from  Oriental-type  tobacco- 
producing  countries.    Imports  from  the  United  States,  however,  were  sub- 
stantially above  the  prewar    level  and  there  was  a  large  increase  in 
imports  from  the  Netherlands,  believed  to  have  been  largely  tobacco  from 
Latin  American  countries  but. which  may  have  included  some  United  States 
leaf. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA :    Imports  of  Leaf  tobacco,  prewar  1934-38  average, 
1946  and  19^7 


Country  of 
Origin  : 

Average  : 
193^-38  : 

1946  ; 

1947 

1,000 
pounds 

■1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
:  pounds 

Bulgaria  ; 
Turkey  ! 
Greece  : 
Yugoslavia  ; 
Netherlands 
United  States 
Russia 
Brazil 

Other  countries 

2,600  ; 
2,327 

2,123  : 
6,195 
:  529 
420 

:  730 
427 

:  3,316 

2,637 
:     '  1,986  : 

0 

328  : 
2,754 
:  1,836 

:  719 
:  0 
1,563 

13,781 
10,909 
3,838 
2,632 
8,700 
2,907 
:  651 
:  622 
2,046 

Total 

\  18,667 

:  11,823 

•  46,086 

Source:    Official  sources  and  consular  reports. 


Leaf  used  in  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  products  in  1947  totaled 
35,273,000  pounds  as  compared  with  42,728,000  pounds  in  1936,  the  last 
year  for  which  prewar  data  are  available.    Information  regarding  production 
of  products  during  the  first  four  months  of  1947  is  not  available,  but  it 
is  believed  that  it  might  have  equalled  or  exceeded  the  prewar    level.  The 
large  1947  imports  of  leaf  indicate  a  high  level  of  production,  but  expansion 
above  prewar    might  have  been  prevented  by  a  shortage "in  manufacturing 
facilities  and  materials  other  than  leaf  tobacco.    There  were  20  tobacco 
factories  in  Czechoslovakia  in 'prewar    years,  and  as  late  as  January  1948 
only  seven  of  the  factories  had  been  put  into  operation.    The  output  of  these 
factories,  however,  is  large  and  was  being  expanded,  with  the  result  that 
their  output  may  now  equal  of  exceed  the  prewar  level  for  the  country. 
Shortages  are  reported  in  packaging  material  and  other  items  incidental  to 
production  of  products. 
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The  production  of  products  in  1947  shews  a  substantial  increase  over  pre- 
war years  in  the  percentage  of  cigarettes  and  decreases  in  the  percentage 
of  pipe  tobacco  and  other  products.    Cigarettes  account  for  72* percent  of 
the  total  1947  production  of  products  as  compared  with  58  percent  in  1936. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: 


Leaf  used  in  manufacture  of  tobacco 
products  1936  and  1947 


Product 


1936 


1 , 000 
pounds 

:  Percent 

1,000  - 
pounds 

:  Percent 

Cigarettes 
Pipe  tobacco  - 

Cigars     •'.  s> :       ■  -  j 
Others'-'     '.-'  '  :         ..'  ■.  .  • 

:      24,6ll  " 
:  15,271 
:  -1,566 
'  1,260  : 

57.6  : 
:    •  35.7     •  : 
'  3.7  •  : 
3.0   ,  •: 

r  25,353 
:  •  9,259 
661 
a/  - 

:  71-9 
:  26.2 

:  1.9 

'    Total  : 

•42,728  • 

100.0  .  '  : 

35,273 

100.0 

1947 


a/  Wot  reported;  small,  if  any. 

Source:    Eeports  by  Czechoslovakian  Tobacco , Monopoly . 
FINLAND'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  AND  OUTPUT 

OF  TOBACCO  PRODUCTS  APPROACH  PREWAR  .......   ....         ■  ■■■ 

Imports  of  leaf  tobacco  into  Finland  in  1947  was  only  9  percent  below 
the  prewar  average  and:  the  country's  output  of  tobacco  products,  except 
cigars,  compared  favorably  with  production  in  1939.- 

Leaf  imports  in  194  7  totaled  6,823,000  pounds  as  compared  with  4,317,000 
in  1946  and  the  prewar-'  1934-3 8  average  of  7,485,000' pounds.    The  pattern  of 
19^7  imports  was  about  as  in  prewar.'-  About  half  of  the  supply  was  from  Ori- 
ental-type tobacco-producing  countries.    Imports  from  the  United  States  ex- 
ceeded the  prewar  level.    It  is  anticipated,  however,    that  imports  of  United 
States  leaf  in  1947  will  be  curtailed. 

FINLAND:    Imports  of  leaf  tobacco,  prewar  1934-38  average,  and 
-     1945.  through  1947  '   : 


Country  of  ,  ! 
Origin 

:    Average  5 
'■   1934-35  : 

1945 

;     1946  1 

;  1947 

:"    1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

pounds  ! 

t  pounds 

pounds  • 

pounds 

Turkey' 

776 

:"  716 

i  2,435 

Bulgaria 

;  [i,395).  ; 

570 

:.    '.  352 

:  .87 

Greece 

:      2,360  ; 

688 

: "  129 

:       650  . 

U.S.S.R. 

i    '  625 

'572  . 

:  ■  1,436 

:  526 

Brazil'. 

:         330  : 

109 

:  200 

: '  863 

United  States 

:      1,229  : 

;':  26 

746 

•  1,666 

Other  countries'. 

:  •  1,546  : 

343 

:  738 

:  596 

'Total  ' 

:      7,485  : 

;  3,084 

:  4,317 

•    6,823  . 

Source:.   Official  and  consular  reports. 
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The  191+7  production  of  cigarettes  was  approximately  equal  the  1939 
output.    Production  of  pipe  tobacco  exceeded  the  1939  level,  but  cigar  pro- 
duction was  substantially  below  the  prewar    year.    Reports  from  Finland 
indicate  a  decided  trend  in  recent  years  to  American- type  cigarettes  but 
shortage  of  dollar  exchange  has  restricted  imports  of  United  States  leaf. 
This  situation  is  expected  to  become  even  more  difficult  later  in  19^8  and 
production  of  American- type  cigarettes  will  probably  lose  ground  to  Ori- 
ental and  other  types.    Reports  indicate  there  are  ample  manufacturing 
facilities  for  the  production  of  all  kinds  of  products  but  shortages  are 
reported  in  packaging  materials. 


FINLAND:    Manufacture  of  tobacco  products  1939,  19^6  and  19^7 


Product  and  Units 

1939 

!  19^6 

.  I9hl 

Cigarettes  (Million  pieces)  : 

3,680  • 

:       2,750  : 

:  3,630 

Cigars  (Million  pieces)  : 

17  . 

:  5 

6 

Pipe  tobacco  (kilos)  : 

U70 

:  kho 

651 

Source:     Consular  reports. 


UNITED  KINGDOM  TOBACCO 
IMPORTS  CURTAILED 

Leaf  tobacco  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first  three 
months  of  19U8  were  only  about  one -half  of  the  imports  during  the  corres- 
ponding period  in  19^7  and  January -March  imports  in  the  prewar  year  of  1938. 

Imports  of  leaf  and  strips  from  January  through  March  19^+8  totaled 
U7, 026, 000  pounds  as  compared  with  87,789,000  in  19^7  and  imports  of 
86,21^,000  pounds  during  the  first  quarter  of  1938.    The  sharp  decrease  in 
first  quarter  of  19^8  imports  resulted  from  smaller  takings  from  the  United 
States,  which  occurred  as  a  result  of  shortages  in  dollar  exchange.  First 
quarter  19^3  imports  from  the  United  States  totaled  2^,978,000  pounds  as 
compared  with  67,018,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  months  in  19^7  and 
6k, 179, 000  during  the  first  quarter  of  1938.    First  quarter  19^8  imports 
from  Empire  sources  exceeded  imports  from  these  areas  during  the  first 
three  months  of  19^+7  and  were  only  slightly  below  first  quarter  1938  im- 
ports.   Large  increases  were  shown  in  first  quarter  19*+8  imports  from  South- 
ern Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  but  decreases  were  reported  in  imports  from 
India.     Imports  from  Canada  were  below  those  during  the  first  quarter  of 
19^7  but  above  1938. 

(Continued  on  Page  352) 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 
(Continued  from  Page  3^3) 

WHEAT  FEEDING 
DECLINES  IN  CANADA 

Canada's  use  of  wheat  for  feed  in  the  19^7-48  season  3hows  some  decline, 
on  the  basis  of  preliminary  estimates  issued  by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of 


351 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  56 ,  No.  19 


Statistics.    Expected  feed  use  of  wheat  in  Provinces  where  grown  is  placed 
at  33-7  million  bushels,  compared  with  40.8  million  bushels  reported  for  last 
season.    These  figures  do  not  include  sizable  shipments ,  from  one  Province 
to  another  for    feed  use. 

Such  shipments  to  Eastern  Provinces  and  British  Colombia  under  the 
Government  Freight  Assistance  Policy  were  reported  at  11.4  million  bushels 
during  the  first  half  of  the  current  season  (August -January) .    During  that 
period  of  1946-47  the  comparable  figure  was  12.7  million  bushels.  Claims 
not  yet  filed,  for  shipments  that  have  been  made  are  expected  to  bring  the 
figure  for  the  current  season  closer  to  last  year's  level. 

Freight -ass is ted  shipments  of  millfeeds  to  the  end  of  January  were  re- 
ported at  366,000  tons,  a  decline  of  72,000  tons  from  the  movement  reported 
for  the  first  6  months  of  1946-47.    As. in  the  case  of  wheat,  the  current 
figure  may  be  increased  when  unfiled  claims  are  taken  into  account.  Decreased 
production  of  millfeeds,  however,  is  expected  to  reduce  the  total  shipment  of 
these  products  significantly  for  the  current  season. 


Canada:    Wheat  fed  to  livestock  and  poultry,  estimated 
1947-48,  with  comparisons  a./  


Province 

1941+ -45  | 

1945-46  | 

1946-47  ; 

Estimated 
1947-48  b/ 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

bushels 

:  bushels 

bushels 

bushels 

Prince  Edward  Island  : 

77 

:            59  : 

70 

83 

Nova  Scotia 

26  ' 

17  ' 

22 

21 

New  Brunswick 

38  ' 

:            31  ' 

:  29 

37 

Quebec  : 

44o 

330 

:  339 

289 

Ontario  : 

*  14,500 

13,538 

11,636 

12,077 

Manitoba 

5,700 

3,900 

6,000 

3,000 

Saskatchewan 

14,500 

10,600 

11,800 

9,000 

Alberta 

13,000 

9,600 

9,500 

8,000 

British  Columbia 

1,645 

1,603 

:  1,390 

1,186 

Total 

49,926 

:  39,678 

'  40,786 

:  33,693 

From  reports  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics 

a/  Data  exclude  shipments  of  wheat  for  feed  from  one  Province  to  another, 
b/  Preliminary  estimate,  subject  to  revision. 


IRAN'S  GRAIN 
PROSPECTS  IMPROVED 

Generally  favorable  prospects  are  now  reported  for  the  grain  crop  in 
Iran.    Recent  heavy  rains  materially  improved  prospects  for  the  crops  of 
wheat  and  barley,  the  country's  principal  grains.     Earlier  dry  conditions 
had  caused  some  concern  for  the  outturn  of  these  winter  grains,  which  are 
harvested  from  April  to  July.    Additional  moisture  will  be  required  to  carry 
the  crop  to  the  end  of  the  growing  season,  since  subsoil  moisture  is  still 
below  normal. 

Dry  conditions  during  the  fall  and  winter  caused  some  reduction  in  the 
grain  acreage  seeded,  and  the  total  acreage  for  harvest  is  expected  to  be 
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smaller  than  in  1947,  despito  considerably  largor  than  normal  acreage  of 
spring  soedings  reported  for  Northern  provinces.    Unseasonably  cool  weather 
has  "been  providing  ideal  growing  conditions  in  the  north,  according  to  recent 
reports,    Favorable  conditions  are  also  reported  in  southern  areas,  except 
for  local  areas  in  Khuzistan,  which  are  suffering  from  drought. 

Stocks  of  wheat  in  Government  warehouses  were  at  a  low  level  early 
in  April.    Serious  difficulty  with  the  official  grain  collection  program  ha3 
been  reported.    Considerable  hoarding  of  grain  was  attributed  to  anticipation 
of  higher  prices  as  a  result  of  the  earlier  poor  prospects  for  the  1948  crop. 

The  hoarding  caused  bread  shortages  in  a  number  of  localities,  with  a 
considerable  rise  in  prices  during  January  and  February.    The  improved  crop 
prospects  caused  price  breaks  in  March,  but  a  rise  in  price  early  in  April 
followed  rumors  concerning  the  low  stock  position  and  smuggling  operations. 
Some  further  increase  in  grain  prices  is  expected  before  the  end  of  the 
harvest  period. 

The  price  of  bread  made  from  Government -supplied  flour  has  been 
maintained  at  a  relatively  low  price,  though  with  materially  lowered 
quality.    The  so-called  Government  bread  has  an  admixture  of  from  5  to  20 
percent  of  barley.    The  price  of  bread  made  from  free -market  wheat  has  been  twice 
that  for  the  Government  broad  and  recently  there  was  a  furthor  increase. 

All  grain  shipments  are  under  Government  control.    While  customs  reports 
show  no  exports  of  grain,  high  prices  in  Iraq,  due  to  a  grain  shortage  in  that 
country,  are  reported  to  have  encouraged  large  scale  smuggling,  with 
substantial  quantities  of  grain  and  pulse  from  the  1947  crop  believed  to  have 
crossed  the  border  this  season.    Imports  have  been  negligible 0  Announce- 
ment was  made  in  early  February  that  wheat,  barley  and  corn  will  be  admitted 
duty-free  for  an  indefinite  period.    No  significant  increase  is  expected  to 
follow,  however,  unless  prices  advance  materially. 

TOBACCO 
(Continued  from  Page  350) 


UNITED  KINGDOM:    Imports  of  leaf  tobacco,  January -March  1948, 

and  for  the  corresponding  months  in  1947 
  and  1938 


Country  of  Origin 

1938  : 

1947 

1948 

:    1,000  : 
:  pounds 

;  1,000 
pounds 

-  1,000 
pounds 

Southern  Ehodesia            .  ; 

Nyasaland 

India 

Canada 

Other  Empire  countries 

4,717 
:  3,3^4 
:  8,138 
:  4,023 
:  482 

:  1,563 
:       2,290  : 
:  3,962 
:  8,359 
:  404 

:  7,956 
4,537 
:  1,540 
:  6,084 
435 

Total  Empire  countries 

United  States  : 
All  other  countries 

20,704 

64,179 
1,331 

:  '  16,578 
:  67,018 
4,193 

.  20,552 
24,978 
1,496 

Total  all  countries  j 

86  214 

87,789 

47,026 

Source:    Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  .  .... 

SHARPLY  REDUCED  '    •  '  1  ';  '  ../ 

Exports  of  United  States  tobacco  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^-8 
were  only  U-8  percent  Of  exports  during  the  corresponding  period  in  19^7- 
The  decline, results  primarily  from  shortages  in  dollar  exchange  available 
to  importing  countries.    Stock  accumulation  in  some  countries  contributed 
to  the  decline  but  was  of  minor  importance  as  compared  with 'the  shortage 
vin  exchange. 

The  greatest  decline  in  January -March  1948  exports  occurred  in  flue- 
cured  leaf,  which  was  only  42  percent  of  exports  during  the  corresponding 
months  of  1947,     Shipments  of  flue -cured  leaf  to  the  United  Kingdom  during 
January  to  March  1948  totaled  only  17,885,000  pounds  as  compared  with 
73,803,000  during  the  corresponding  months  in  19^7-     Sharp  decreases  also 
occurred  in  exports  of  flue -cured  leaf  to';  most  other- European  countries., 
First  quarter  1948  shipments  to  China,  however,  did  not  vary  materially 
from  first  quarter  1947  exports. 


UNITED  STATES: 


Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  declared  weight 
January -March  1947  and  19*4-3  [ 


Type 


Flue -cured 
Kentucky -Tennessee 

fire -cured 
Virginia  fire -cured 
Bur ley 
Maryland 
One -sucker 
Green  River 
Black  fat  \ 
Cigar 
Peri que 

Stems/  trimmings,  and 
scrap 

-  Total 
Value  -  i,000: dollars 

a/  Preliminary 


January 
March 

;                1948  a/ 

:  January ■ 
:  March  a/ 
:  1948 
:  -Total 

19^7 

[  January  ■ 

.-'  February' 

,  March' 

1,000 
pounds 

:""~l75op~r 

:'    pound  3 

f"~i7ooo~~ 

pounds 

"~i7ooo~" 

■  pounds 

1,000 

•.■  pounds 

142,538 

:  19',  334 

. 26,265 

:16,062 

••  6l,7H 

3,661 
1,958 
5,957 
1,293 

345 
542  . 

■  880  1 
1,029 
6  . 

:   '  3Y3'' 
:  l,07f 

:     .  437  ' 
:  60 
:         74  • 

:     .  17 
:-      4:l3  • 
•    ""  154'  • 
.1-5 

1,278  : 
J+52  . 
:    1,992  • 

706  : 
:       168  : 
129  : 
405  : 

829  : 
22  '; 

822  : 
204  • 

565  : 
;  250 
22  : 

364  \ 

■  230.: 

2,973  •  1 
1,733 
2,99k 
1,016 

264 

146 
1,187 
1,213 
37 

;  1,369 

1,091  : 

1,357  ! 

674  : 

3,122 

159,628 

23 > 600  • 

33,603  . 

19,193  : 

_761396__ 

93,157 

11,508  . 

17,268  \ 

10,983  : 

39,759 

Source:    Records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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January -March  I9I+8  exports  of  flue- cured  leaf  totaled  only  61,711,000 
pounds  as  compared  with  lh2, 538,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  months 
in  I9I+7.    The  United  Kingdom  remained  the  most  important  market,  taking 
17,835,000  pounds  of  the  January -March  19^8  total.    Other  important  desti- 
nations were  Australia,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  China,  Switzerland,  Portugal, 
and  the  Netherlands  East  Indies. 

Burley  exports  during  the  first  quarter  of  19I+8  totaled  only  2,99^,000 
pounds  as  compared  with  5,957,000  in  19*+7.    The  decline  resulted  primarily 
from  the  fact  that  there  were  no  shipments  to  Italy  during  this  period  in 
contrast  with  exports  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^7  of  1,81+4,000  pounds. 
Principal  destinations  for  first  quarter  I9I+8  exports  of  Burley  included 
Belgium  and  Luxembourg,  Norway,  Denmark,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Argentina. 

Exports  of  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  fire-cured  leaf  for  the 
opening  quarter  of  19I+S  totaled  l+,706,000  pounds  as  compared  with  5,619,000 
pounds  during  the  corresponding  months  in  I9I+7.    The  decline  results  pri- 
marily from  decreased  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Sweden  and  Norway. 

The  first  quarter  19I+8  shipments  of  Maryland,  One -sucker,  and  Green 
River  tobacco  were  substantially  below  first  quarter~19l+7~exports .  In- 
creases were  recorded,  however,  in  exports  of  Black  Fat,  cigar  leaf  types, 
and  stems,  trimmings  and  scrap. 


